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CONVENOR'S MESSAGE
The Deakin Science and Society Network (SSN) continues to go from strength to strength,
even amidst the adversity of another challenging year of the COVID-19 pandemic. As in
2020, pandemic-related restrictions challenged our core programme of events. Thanks to
efforts by the SSN leadership and Program Coordinators, we continued to build our events
and seminars online and in person. For me, it was particularly gratifying that we were able
to stage the AusSTS Graduate Network’s annual workshop at Deakin Downtown, bringing
together over 50 Higher Degree Research candidates and Early Career Researchers from
Deakin and other Australian universities to meet, network, exchange ideas, and discuss
interdisciplinary research. A core aim and achievement of the SSN is to bring together
talented scholars from across different disciplines.
The SSN grants program returned this year and we invited applications for both
Establishment and Incubator grants. The successful applicants demonstrate the incredible
range of expertise at Deakin. Projects are led by researchers in the Faculty of Business and
Law, the Faculty of Health, the Faculty of Arts and Education, Applied Artificial Intelligence
Institute (A²I²) and Institute for Intelligent Systems Research and Innovation (IISRI). They
address topics as diverse and vital as climate change, public health interventions, secure
data management, cancer stigma, Indigenous systems science, collaborative artificial
intelligence design, and Australia’s nuclear heritage. Meanwhile, as this report illustrates,
our previous grantees continue to find outstanding success in a range of outcomes.
The SSN also continued to grow in its international reach over this past year. We hosted
seminars by several international speakers, including Prof. Michelle Murphy (University of
Toronto) and Prof. Janet Roitman (The New School), amongst others. Meanwhile, our
founding Convener Prof. Emma Kowal was elected President of the Society for the Social
Studies of Science (4S), the leading international scholarly organisation of Science and
Technology Studies (STS), and I was elected as a member of the 4S Council. I also became
an Editor of the flagship STS journal Science, Technology, & Human Values, which celebrates
its 50th year of publication in 2022.
This has been my second year as the SSN’s Convener and I remain amazed by the
incredible work of the network’s Research Theme Leaders, members, and its grantees. Our
collective achievements also are in no small part due to our superb Program Coordinators Carina Truyts and Tyler King - who keep the network’s institutional machinery ticking. I
look forward to the year ahead, as the SSN continues to support the conversations and
collaborations of our great community of scholars.
Dr Timothy Neale
SSN Convenor
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1. ABOUT THE SSN
Climate change, habitat and biodiversity loss, food and water security, safe communities, and global
health are among humanity’s biggest challenges. These issues are interconnected and require social
researchers and scientists to work together to develop smart solutions to advance our society and
culture.
No single academic field can bring about the changes we need to see in the world. Currently, there
are many barriers to working across disciplinary, school and faculty boundaries. The SSN supports
leading researchers in bridging disciplinary divides. These collaborative endeavours are the key to
finding fresh solutions to the problems we face.
The Deakin Science and Society Network reaches across the disciplinary divides of universities and
institutions, and the splits between research, policy, and practice.
The Deakin Science and Society Network supports science-literate social research and sociallyengaged science that make an impact. It aspires to be an enabling platform for interdisciplinary
synergies at Deakin

Our aims
1.

2.

3.

Increase capability for
interdisciplinary research in our
focus areas, in alignment with
Deakin’s research themes

Support new interdisciplinary
collaborations that create realworld solutions to contemporary
and future challenges

Increase the visibility of Deakin
as the home of agile
interdisciplinary research

Research themes
Each led by an interdisciplinary team of
experienced HASS and STEM scholars:

ENVIRONMENTAL
CHALLENGES

HEALTHY
FUTURES

Prof. Euan Ritchie
& Dr Will Smith

Prof. Jeffrey
Craig & A/Prof.
Neera Bhatia

DATA CULTURES

INDIGENOUS
KNOWLEDGES

A/Prof. Radhika
Gorur & Dr
Leonard Hoon

Prof. Emma
Kowal & A/Prof.
Gabrielle Fletcher
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2. FUNDING SCHEME OVERVIEW
The SSN funding schemes are designed to support new interdisciplinary collaborations for
talented early- and mid-career researchers (EMCARs) at Deakin. The Interdisciplinary
Project Incubator and the Establishment Grant schemes were both successfully launched in
2019 and continue to support critical interdisciplinary research.
In recognising the challenges now facing EMCAR researchers, the SSN made it a priority to
continue funding interdisciplinary projects in 2021. These schemes were significantly
modified and reduced to 5 funded projects, each receiving a maximum of $7,500 in 2021.
In the 2022 round, 3 Establishment ($3,000 max) and 5 Incubator grants ($12,000 max)
were awarded from a strong pool of applications.

Interdisciplinary
Project Incubator

Interdisciplinary
Establishment Grant

The Interdisciplinary Project
Incubator is a seed funding
scheme that provides up to
$12,000 to Deakin EMCARs to
conduct high impact,
interdisciplinary collaborative
research.

The Interdisciplinary
Establishment grant is an
experimental scheme that provides
up to $3,000 to Deakin EMCARs to
establish new interdisciplinary
collaborations between STEM and
HASS scholars.

The scheme is specifically
designed to support collaborations
between researchers in STEM and
HASS disciplines.

Activities supported by the
Establishment grant include the
organisation of interdisciplinary
workshops, meet-up events,
design-sprints, and conference
attendance outside of one’s
discipline.

In addition to funding, successful
applicants receive mentoring,
regular feedback on project
development, and assistance in
brokering new interdisciplinary
relationships.

Applicants are encouraged to
submit innovative ideas and
proposals to create or develop
interdisciplinary collaborative
relationships.
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2.1 New SSN Funded Projects
GRANTEE

2022 ESTABLISHMENT GRANT PROJECT

SSN THEME

N.A.J Taylor

Australian nuclear heritage: The theory and
practice of records, knowledges, and
memory in uranium mining, as well as its
remediation and waste management

Environmental
Challenges

Luke Barclay

The beauty in disease

Healthy
Futures

Jessica Rivera
Villicana

Epistemic evolution in multi-organisation
development of software with Artificial
Intelligence components

Data Cultures

GRANTEE

2022 INCUBATOR GRANT PROJECT

SSN THEME

Kiran Pienaar

All in this together? COVID public health
measures, diverse communities, and
practices of care

Healthy
Futures

Jennifer Browne

Understanding the determinants of health:
an Indigenous systems science approach

Healthy
Futures /
Indigenous
Knowledges

Rebekah McWhirter

Towards effective legal scrutiny of public
health interventions

Healthy
Futures

Ahmad Abu
Alqumsan

Moving the next generation: secure data
management

Data Cultures

Martin Potter

5° gaming surviving climate change:
prototyping a participatory transmedia
community drill

Environmental
Challenges
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2.2 2021 SSN Funded Projects

GRANTEE

2021 INCUBATOR GRANT PROJECT

SSN THEME

Monique Mann

An app for that: COVID-19 contact tracing,
public health, and public goods

Healthy
Futures /
Data
Cultures

Cynthia Forlini

Ageing in rural and regional Victoria during
COVID-19: A pilot study of representations and
perceptions of older people in the Geelong
region

Healthy
Futures

Negin Amini

Revealing the risks: exploring the social
implications of technology that allows
individuals to use intuitive smart-wear to
potentially recognise invisible viral threats

Healthy
Futures /
Data
Cultures

Natalie Lander

Moving the next generation: testing a motor
skill assessment sensor wear App with teachers
in schools

Healthy
futures /
Data
Cultures

Jaya Keaney

Immortalising organs: a feminist study of
emerging placental technologies

Healthy
Futures

Left: A prototype developed by
Dr Negin Amini and her team:
Intuitive bracelet fabricated on a
HP Multijet fusion 3D printer in
the School of Engineering,
Deakin University. Images show
(left) bracelet detecting
temperature below set point and
illuminating green light (right)
bracelet flagging temperature
above set point and lighting up
red.
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3. GRANT OUTCOMES
3.1 External Funding
Return on Investment
Given the variable time between seed funding and project outcomes such as major external
funding, the SSN grants program remains in an emerging phase. Nonetheless, the SSN grants
scheme continues to have a robust return on investment. In 2020, our return on investment
from the grants scheme was 3.40:1. This year, the ratio has grown to an excellent 4.12:1 (or $4
in external income for every $1 invested).

GRANT ROUND

INVESTMENT

2019

$92,115

2020

$70,531

2021

$37,241

2022

$68,387

TOTAL
INVESTMENT

$268,274

TOTAL
FUNDING
SUCCESS

$822,893

Successful External Funding
LEAD CI

FUNDING

SOURCE

Thuong Hoang

$421,979

ARC DECRA 2019

Tiffany Shellam

$218,000

ARC Linkage 2021

Madeline Schultz

$18,150

UNESCO Grants Program

Evie Kendal

CHF6000 (approx. AU$8,514)

Brocher Foundation

Timothy Neale

$154,250

Natural Hazards Research
Australia

Jaya Keaney

$2,000

Australian Academy of
Humanities
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Funding Applications (In Progress or Under Assessment)
LEAD CI

SOURCE

Kaja Antlej

ARC Linkage 2022

Lisa Barnett

ARC Lief Grant 2021

Shama Islam

ARC Linkage 2022

Anna Halafoff

ARC Discovery Project 2023

Tim Silk

Young Investigator Award, Tourette’s Association of America

Vicki Huang

ARC Discovery Project 2023

3.2 Other Outcomes
Q1 Journal Publications
Lisa. M Barnett (2020): Bringing objectivity to motor skill assessment in children, Journal of Sports Sciences, DOI:
10.1080/02640414.2020.1747743
Natalie Lander, Steven Lewis, Darius Nahavandi, Kyler Amsbury & Lisa M. Barnett (2020): Teacher
perspectives of online continuing professional development in physical education, Sport, Education and Society,
DOI: 10.1080/13573322.2020.1862785
Jacqueline Dalziell, Jaya Keaney, Matthew Kearnes, Benjamin Thierry, and Marnie Winter (2021):
‘Bioengineering human placentas: Social implications of an advancing field, Trends in Biotechnology 40, 2: 13740.
Marnie Winter, Tanja Jankovic-Karasoulos, Claire T Roberts, Tina Bianco-Miotto, and Benjamin Thierry
(2021): Bioengineered microphysiological placental models: towards improving understanding of pregnancy
health and disease, Trends in Biotechnology 39 (11): 1221-1235.

Other Recent Publications
Xu, Lihua., Wanty, Widjaja., Ferguson, Joseph. P., Lao, Wei., Bao, Lei., & Li, Jianxin. (2021). A sociocultural
framing of multimodal learning analytics: Potential for formative assessment in primary mathematics. In P.
White, R. Tytler, J.P. Ferguson, & J. Cripps Clark (Eds.), Methodological approaches to STEM education research
(Volume 2). Newcastle upon Tyne, U.K.: Cambridge Scholars Publishing.
Vicki Huang, Sue Finch, Cameron Patrick. (2022), ‘Gender and Patents – Big Data Analysis of 15 Years of
Australian Patent Applications’ University of New South Wales Law Review 45(3).

Special Issues
A/Prof. Anna Halafoff is editing a Special Issue of the Q1 Journal for the Academic Study of Religion and Dr Evie
Kendal is editing a Special Issue of the Journal of Bioethical Inquiry. Both will be published in mid-2022 and are
based on work supported by the SSN.

HDR Engagement

Tim Silk and his team have secured a PhD scholarship for a student in the
school of Psychology, who is working on their research data. Lihua Xu’s
grant attracted a PhD student and scholarship for a project titled
"Identifying students’ transition barriers between additive and
multiplicative thinking by designing a diagnostic assessment tool."
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3.3 SSN Grantee Case Studies
Dr Vicki Huang, lead CI on the 2020 Incubator project,
‘Gender and Australian Patent Application Outcomes’, was able
to use her SSN grant to fund empirical analysis of 15 years of
Australian patent application data. This analysis revealed
gender disparities in relation to patent grant success rates and
in relation to patent technology fields. The research has led to
a forthcoming journal publication and a follow-on grant in the
Faculty of Business and Law. The project has also enabled a
strong working relationship to develop between IP Australia
and the research team. Dr Huang and her team plan to
continue to develop this research and plan to develop an ARC
application for submission in 2023.

A/Prof. Anna Halafoff led a team of Deakin and Western Sydney
University scholars in 2020-2021 on ‘(Con)spirituality, Science and
the COVID-19 pandemic in Australia: Material and Digital
Practices’, funded by the International Research Network for
Science and Belief in Society (INSBS), based at the University of
Birmingham and funded by the Templeton Religion Trust. The
project included a ‘(Con)spirituality Colloquium’, featuring
prominent international scholars and authors such as Prof. David
Ward and the Conspirituality.net team, which resulted in an ABC
Religion and Ethics Blog Series, and a forthcoming special issue of
the Journal for the Academic Study of Religion. Halafoff was also
featured on the INSBS podcast series and on the ABC’s God Forbid,
speaking about the project, and the project team are in the process
of developing two major grant applications building on their
research findings.

Dr Thuong Hoang comments on the
SSN's impact on his career
"The SSN grant shaped my approach to research collaborations. It
assisted me in creating interdisciplinary connections which was
helpful in securing my DECRA 2020 funding."

The SSN was leverage for me to access and secure
further external grants. I was able to demonstrate to
external funder my capability of securing and
successfully completing interdisciplinary projects,
which boosted the confidence in my track record.
To date, I have been able to leverage a similar
research approach and obtain a further $2.7 million
in interdisciplinary Category 1-4 funding."
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4. GRANTEE EVENTS AND
ENGAGEMENT
While many conferences, symposiums, workshops, and other events were on hold or reduced in
2021, SSN grantees found public avenues to share the impacts and importance of their research
and were often sought out to do so.

4.1

Grantee Event Highlights

Dr Vicki Huang hosted a workshop “Using Open Data for Interdisciplinary Research,” with 42
enrolments, speakers from CSIRO, IP Australia and Data61, discussing open data for research.
Dr Carolyn Holbrook held an international public health symposium “Public Health Systems:
Historical and Contemporary Perspectives” in November 2021.
Dr Jaya Keaney organised a symposium “Remodelling the Human: Reproductive Models and
Feminist Technoscience,” which brought together Australian and international scholars across
many different career stages. The symposium received 103 registrations.
Dr Evie Kendal organised a symposium on the “Ethical, Legal and Social Implications in
Epigenetics: Indigenous, National and Global Perspectives” supported by the Brocher Foundation
in Switzerland, 23- 25 May 2022. The original in-person seminar was moved online, with
recordings available here. The symposium includes world-leading experts and has given rise to an
upcoming special issue in the International Journal for Equity in Health.
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4.2

Grantee Engagement Highlights

A/Prof. Anna Halafoff was invited to give the keynote address at the International Sociological
Research Association’s Sociology of Religion conference. A/Prof. Halafoff was also invited to record a
podcast with the hosts of The International Research Network for the Study of Science & Belief in
Society Podcast on Science, (Con)spirituality and COVID-19 in Episode 2 of Season 2.
A/Prof Halafoff was also interviewed on ABC Radio Canberra Afternoons with Georgia Stynes about the
impact of COVID-19 on religiosity, and religious and spiritual practices. She was a guest speaker on
the topic ‘Mental and spiritual wellness in isolation’ on ABC’s God Forbid program and has written for
the ABC on the pandemic and conspiracy theories and ‘conspirituality’.
More media related to the project can be viewed on the 'Conspirituality in Australia' project website

Dr Monique Mann’s work on Covid-19 Surveillance has had a large public footprint. Along with Dr
Catherine Bennett, she gave evidence at the Parliamentary Inquiry into the Victorian Government’s
Covid-19 contact tracing system and testing regime. Her expertise was sought out by journalists of the
Brisbane Times, InnovationAus.com and Electronic Frontiers Australia. Her active engagement as Vicechair of the Australian Privacy Foundation has seen her expertise put to service in guarding public
interests thorough surveillance law reform.

Above: Dr Melissa Wartman has engaged in
community projects though the Blue Carbon lab
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4.3 Commercialisation and
Collaboration
Our grant recipients are also pursuing industry and commercial applications as an outcome of their research. This
is an exciting and emerging space for the SSN, and we look forward to reporting future developments as projects
and collaborations progress.

HIGHLIGHTS
Dr Natalie Lander’s motor competence assessment app is being applied in a UK setting under the leadership of
Prof. Mike Duncan of Coventry University.
Dr Carolyn Holbrook obtained Commonwealth documents regarding Medicare brand recognition through an FOI
and with Richie Barker has met with bureaucrats in Services Australia. They are building this relationship.
Dr Jaya Keaney’s Project Placenta symposium has also sparked international collaborations. Dr Keaney is now
working with Dr Claire Horn (Dalhousie University, Halifax) to devise a program of collaborative work on
gestation, speculative modelling, and feminist theory. Dr Keaney and their collaborators were also invited to coteach a seminar on the topic of interdisciplinary feminist research and reproductive technologies for students in
the unit SCIENCE 4030: Emerging Issues in Science and Society (part of the Masters of Professional Science) at
University of Adelaide.
Dr Tim Silk’s team has joined an international consortium: ENIGMA (Enhancing Neuroimaging Genetics Through
Meta Analysis) Tourette Syndrome Working Group. They have initiated collaborations with University of
California San Diego, Children’s Hospital Los Angeles, and UMC Utrecht.
Dr Melissa Wartman worked with Deakin’s Media team to film video content on virtual wetland field trips. They
spent a day at Jawbone Nature Reserve filming fieldwork techniques with Cable Williams. This video was used to
create a virtual wetland field trip that was used as an online lecture in SLE328 Oceans Coasts and Climate Change,
and will be part of the course material on an ongoing basis.
In spite of the inability to access Deakin’s VR lab due to the lockdown, Dr Wartman explored new ways beyond VR
to educate viewers about blue carbon science. One successful way was through ArcGIS StoryMaps. Dr Wartman
developed a StoryMap for the Wetland Restoration Program, thus allowing the community to explore and interact
with the science and on-ground works.
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5. SSN EVENTS AND ENGAGEMENT
With months of lockdown in Melbourne, and state and international borders closed
throughout 2021, the SSN continued with a lively online presence aimed to connect
scholars and offer thought-provoking engagement. Our events and engagement activities
increase the visibility of Deakin as the home of innovative and impactful
interdisciplinary research. In 2021, we offered a blend of in-person and online events
using novel formats and drawing strong engagement from both global and local
audiences. Our collaborative efforts have built relationships globally, across the AsiaPacific region, in Australia and throughout Deakin networks.

Overview

13

SSN seminars

17,000+

Views on YouTube

22+

Countries who have
viewed the videos

400+

YouTube subscribers

Including 2 AusSTS
collaborative keynotes, 4 EISS
streamed panels, 2 TransAsia
STS collaborative seminars, 2
MELB-STS Lab
collaborations, and a 3-day
symposia in collaboration
with REDI
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5.1 SSN Seminars
A/Prof. Nicole C Nelson (U. Wisconsin), “Right Wing Open Data” in discussion with Loup Cellard (University of
Melbourne), Deakin Downtown
A/Prof. Tom Özden-Schilling (John Hopkins University), “Trust in Ventures: Serious Numbers and Speculative
Fictions in Rare Earth Elements Exploration”, Deakin Downtown
Prof. Janet Roitman (The New School), “Africa Rising: Class or finance?”, Deakin Downtown
Prof. Margaret Otlowski (University of Tasmania), “Genetic Discrimination in Australia: Monitoring the
Moratorium on use of Genetic Test Results in Life Insurance” in discussion with Loretta de Plevitz (QUT Law
school) and A/Prof. Larry Croft (Deakin), Youtube
Prof. Aihwa Ong (UC Berkeley), “Can Vaccine Nationalism and Vaccine diplomacy Coexist?” in discussion with
Prof. Emma Kowal (Deakin), Youtube, with Trans Asia STS
Dr Kirsty Howey (Deakin University and Environment Centre of the Northern Territory), Tomoki Birkett
(Columbia University), and assistant Prof. Maxime Polleri (Université Laval), “Reactions and Ruptures:
Ethnographies of Nuclear Life,” in discussion with Dr Catherina Trundle (Victoria University), YouTube
Prof. Ian Freckleton, AO, (University of Melbourne), “Social Media and the Contemporary Health Practitioner”
in discussion with A/Prof. Marie Bismark (University of Melbourne) and Dr Rebekah McWhirter (Deakin),
YouTube
A/Prof. Canay Özden-Schilling (University of Singapore), “Real Time in Rear View: Economic Acts in Markets
of Electricity,” in discussion with Dr David Boarder Giles (Deakin) and Dr Shama Naz Islam (Deakin), Youtube.
Prof. Oded Rechavi (Tel Aviv University), “Can Memories be Inherited?” in discussion with Dr Anthony
Hannan (University of Melbourne) and Elsher Lawson-Boyd (Deakin), Youtube
A/Prof. Silvia Lindter (University of Michigan), “Prototype Nation: China and the Contested Promise of
Innovation discussion with Dr Luke Heemsbergen (Deakin) and Dr Leonard Hoon (Deakin), Youtube
Prof. Itty Abraham, (National University of Singapore), “Technology as a Political Instrument: The Tactical and
the Strategic” in discussion with Prof. Usha Raman (University of Hyderabad), Youtube, with Trans Asia STS

5.2 'Science Society and the
Australian State' Symposium
The Centre for Research for Educational
Impact (REDI) and the SSN presented a
symposium on the theme “Science, Society
and the Australian State: A crisis in the
making?” with a range of disciplinary and
higher education experts in Australia on 11 – 13
August 2021. Natasha Rooney summarised the
symposium on the EduResearch Matters blog.
Speakers included: Prof. Raewyn Connell (Sydney); Prof. Mark Hutchinson (Science and Technology Australia); Anna-Maria
Arabia (Australian Academy of Science); Prof. Mark Rose (Deakin ); Dr Rob O’Connor (Charles Sturt), Moderator: “Science and the
political imagination in Australia”
Prof. Brian Schmidt (ANU); Dr Alexandra Roginski (Deakin); John Ross (Times Higher Education); Prof. Catherine Bennett
(Deakin); Associate Prof. Sujatha Raman (ANU), Moderator: “Trust in Science: Expertise and the informed public”
Prof. Joy Damousi (ACU); Prof. Chennupati Jagadish (ANU); Prof. Deborah Lupton (UNSW); Prof. Glenn Withers (ANU); Prof.
Fazal Rizvi (Melbourne), Moderator: “The Great Divide and its Consequences: STEM and HASS in Australia”
Jane O' Dwyer (CRCs Association) Craig Connelly (Ian Potter); Dr Matthew Dingle (Form Flow); Prof. Matthew Barnett (Deakin);
A/Prof. Tamson Pietsch (UTS); Prof. Jane den Hollander (Former VC, Deakin), Moderator: “Innovation, Industry, Philanthropy
and the Academy”
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5.3 Aus STS 'Situated Practice'
Workshop
The AusSTS workshop is an annual networking and symposium event aimed at graduate and early
career scholars. It is organised by the SSN’s graduate network: AusSTS, winners of the 2021 STS
Infrastructures Award from the Society for Social Studies of Science (4S). 4S is the world’s largest
international Science and Technology Studies professional association. The award recognises
exemplary initiatives to build and maintain academic infrastructures and networks supporting this
field.
The 2021 event saw 180 early-career Science and Technology Studies (STS) scholars across disciplines
congregate across four cities, with the Melbourne node hosted at Deakin Downtown. Prof. Michelle
Murphy (University of Toronto), Prof. Kane Race (University of Sydney) and Dr Anne Galloway
(Victoria University of Wellington) gave keynotes broadcast across each node. Tyler King published a
reflection on the workshop on the American Anthropology Association’s Platypus blog. Jaya Keaney
wrote at Somatosphere on the overall workshop and Sydney node.

5.4 Reactions and Ruptures series
Building on a seminar, the SSN published a series of
blogposts featuring the work of each speaker, with an
introduction by SSN Convenor Dr Timothy Neale and
Dr Catherine Trundle.
Queered Ruptures: The Politics of Anti-irradiation
Maternalism in the TEPCO Nuclear Disaster, Kokutai,
and Hentai by Tomoki Birkett (Columbia University)
Ethnographies of Nuclear Life: From Victimhood to
Post-Victimization by A/Prof. Maxime Polleri (Laval)
Extractivism en Papier: Chronotopes of SettlerColonial Capitalism in Australia by Dr Kirsty Howey
(Deakin)
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5.5 Newsletter and Social Media
We have continued to grow our audience through our monthly newsletters and social media
presence. Our newsletter now has 330+ subscribers (18% increase from 2020) and our Twitter
account has 1,000+ followers (20% increase from 2020). Newsletter and social media
subscribers receive regular updates on news, events, and opportunities connected to the SSN
and Deakin partner networks. Our active blog also posts updates on upcoming events. Check
out our Twitter (@SSNDeakin) and be sure to sign up to our newsletter here.

5.6 Interdisciplinary Experiences
Series
Over four weeks, the SSN blog hosted the
“Interdisciplinary Experiences” series. Each post
featured the joys, challenges, origins, insights, and
advice of four Chief Investigators of projects
supported by SSN grants. The posts showcase
great range and diversity, from sensor wear that
facilitates teaching phys-ed (Dr Natalie Lander), to
researching Covid-19 surveillance whilst it is
underway (Dr Monique Mann), the ethics of
producing wearable thermometers (Dr Negin
Amini) and ‘good’ collaborative fire management
research (Dr Timothy Neale).

5.7 SSN Stream Leader
Engagement Highlights
Our leadership continued to actively engaged with public audiences in 2021. Highlights include an
article by Prof. Jeffrey Craig titled “5 things research from twins taught us about health, behaviour
and what makes us unique” in The Conversation. Dr Craig was also featured in ABC's Australian Story
(“Birds Of a Feather; the Twinnies”) and quoted in Nature on the long-term impacts of early health.
Prof. Euan Ritchie published an article in The Guardian on how to prevent environmental
destruction. He was featured on the ABC's 'Late Night Live' radio program discussing the politics of
climate change. He has published numerous articles in The Conversation, including this co-authored
piece on the imperative for government action on collapsing ecosystems and the extinction crisis.

