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Please read the guidelines and complete the online application form.

A. Goals of Scheme

The Deakin SSN Grants Scheme funds interdisciplinary research led by Deakin University early-
and mid-career researchers (EMCRSs). Incubator Grants support interdisciplinary team projects that
bring together Chief Investigators and stakeholders from multiple disciplines.

Priority will be given to projects that include one or more of the following:

» Collaboration across HASS (Humanities and Social Sciences, Education and Creative
Arts) and STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics)

* Partnerships and collaboration with industry, international research organisations, or
external stakeholders.

Funded activities should aim to:

* Increase the feasibility and impact of new interdisciplinary research projects
* Support external grant success for Deakin EMCRs

» Equip Deakin EMCRSs and graduate researchers with the resources, tools and training
needed to conduct high quality and impactful interdisciplinary research.

B. Selection criteria
Eligibility:
1. The first Chief Investigator (Cl) must be an EMCR employed at Deakin University. EMCR
researchers are defined as having up to 15 years full-time equivalent (FTE) experience post
PhD conferral. Level E researchers are not eligible to apply as first Cl. Teams must have at

least two and no more than ten Cls. Investigators from outside Deakin University may be
listed as collaborators.

2. The first Cl must be employed at Deakin for the duration of the project (i.e., throughout
2027). Certification from relevant business units will be requested from shortlisted
projects. The first Cl is expected to manage the project budget responsibly.

3. The first Cl is ineligible if they have led an SSN grant in the past two years.

4. If the first Cl has previously led an SSN grant, they must have met all reporting
requirements and provided evidence of outputs/outcomes.


https://deakinuniversity-vcjls.formstack.com/forms/2027_ssn_incubator_application

Project evaluation criteria:

1.
2.

The project must address a significant problem of social importance.

The project must be designed to lead towards a Category 1-4 grant application or other
commercial tender within 2 years of the award.

The project’s aims, methods and/or design must demonstrate an interdisciplinary approach.
Interdisciplinary research is used here as an overarching term that includes trans- and cross-
disciplinary research, spanning practical through to theoretical research. This may include:

¢ Researchers from different disciplines working together as a team
e Researchers bringing different perspectives to solve a shared problem

e Researchers applying theories or methods from one or more disciplines to
problems in another discipline

e Researchers translating innovative 'blue-sky' or applied research outcomes from
one discipline into a different applied research field

The project’s outcomes and outputs must be feasible within the project’s plans and
budget. Funding will be made available upon award of the grant, and must be expended
by 30 November 2027.

The project must align with at least one research stream of the Deakin Science and
Society Network (these mirror Australia’s National Science and Research Priorities):

e Building a secure and resilient nation

e Elevating Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander knowledge systems
e Protecting and restoring Australia’s environment

e  Supporting healthy and thriving communities

e Transitioning to a net zero future

C. Application questions

1.

Are you within 5 years post-PhD? Y/N [Note we follow the ARC statement on applicable ca-
reer interruptions.]

e Ifno, are you within 15 years post-PhD? Y/N
Have you been a lead Cl on an SSN grant in the last two years? Y/N

Do you have a pending application for a grant for the same or similar project from another
funding source? Y/N

e If yes, please list the funding source/s.

Significant problem (max 3500 characters):

Briefly describe the significant problem your interdisciplinary team seeks to address. Include
potential benefits and links to social issues and industry challenges where relevant.

Why does it require an interdisciplinary approach?

Proposed project (max 3500 characters):

Briefly explain the project aims, methods and design.

What is new or innovative about this approach to the research problem?


https://www.arc.gov.au/eligibility-and-career-interruptions-statement

e Outline any preliminary work that has been completed so far on this project (e.g., meetings
with potential collaborators, lab work, etc.)

Interdisciplinary contributions (max 1750 characters):

¢ Describe each researcher’s contribution and appropriate skills or expertise

Expected grant outcomes (max 1500 characters):

o Briefly outline the expected external grant outcomes from the funding (i.e. applications for Cat-

egory 1 or Category 2-4 grants and/or other funding schemes), any expected peer-reviewed
publications (i.e., Q1 journal articles, book chapters), non-traditional research outputs (e.g., an

app, website, performance) or industry outcomes (e.g., Government tenders, partnerships, pa-

tents).

o Justify each proposed outcome (e.g., do these grant sources typically fund the type of work
you propose?

Budget
Please enter each budget item and justification.
List any contributions from other sources (School, Faculty, Institute, external).

Curricula Vitae

Include a CV for the first Chief Investigator. For all other investigators, provide a link to their Deakin
Find-an-Expert profile, Deakin profile page, or equivalent. Where no suitable profile link is available
for a collaborator, upload their CV (PDF).

D. Budget and resource allocation

Applicants can apply for up to AUD$12,500. Allocated funds will be held in a Deakin University
account and managed by the first Cl in accordance with relevant University policies.

The budget should be planned in accordance with Deakin’s policies and the eligible expense table
below. Please calculate salaries using the Deakin Costing Tool to ensure on-costs are included.

SSN funds may be used to cover the costs of hiring a
Yes research assistant to assist in the program of activities.
See: Hiring casual and sessional staff

Research
assistance

SSN funds may not be used to cover costs related to the

Publication costs No o oo
submission/publication costs or open-access fees.

Equipment Yes SSN funds may be used to cover the costs of equipment.

SSN funds may be used to cover reasonable costs of

Consumables VEE consumables if related to agreed program of activities.

SSN funds may be used to cover the cost of events (i.e.,
Events Yes workshops) if related to the program of activities, including
catering (no alcohol).

Flights Yes SSN funds may be used to cover the costs of travel. See:



https://deakin365.sharepoint.com/sites/OfficeoftheCFO/SitePages/Project-Accounting.aspx
https://deakin365.sharepoint.com/sites/Recruitment/SitePages/Hiring-casual-staff.aspx?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8YXByaWwud2FsbGJhbmtAZGVha2luLmVkdS5hdXxlZGQzOTc0YTY5Mjc0NTkzMWViNjA4ZGU3MDAzNDQyNnxkMDIzNzhlYzE2ODg0NmQ1ODU0MDFjMjhiNWY0NzBmNnwwfDB8NjM5MDcxMzU2NDk4MDk1NTA1fFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKRmJYQjBlVTFoY0draU9uUnlkV1VzSWxZaU9pSXdMakF1TURBd01DSXNJbEFpT2lKWGFXNHpNaUlzSWtGT0lqb2lUV0ZwYkNJc0lsZFVJam95ZlE9PXwwfHx8&sdata=R3pCdld5aWQyVzZoL09RSndzY29xUVYvUG02RjhPVmFQOEhCTEtUNzBaUT0%3d

Apply for travel

SSN funds may be used to cover the costs of

fuel

ACHEIE IV VEE accommodation associated with approved travel.

SSN funds may be used to cover meals associated with

approved travel; per-diem allowances are not provided. See:
Meals Yes Schedule A: Allowable and Non-Allowable Business

Expenses in the Business Expenses Policy
Conference No SSN funds may not be used to cover the costs of attending
registration an academic conference.

SSN funds may be used to cover the costs of taxi transfers.
Taxis, public Yes Cabcharge is available for Deakin travelers during approved
transport etc. travel. Refer to Cabcharge Digital Passes

SSN funds may not be used to cover the costs of ground-
Car hire, parking, No transport except for long-distance travel bus or train fares.

This type of expenditure may be claimed against tax. See:
Australian Tax Office

E. Application process and timeline

Complete the online application form by Friday 2 October 2026 at 5:00pm. We seek to fund six

projects in the 2027 round. Successful applicants will be expected to attend an SSN grantholder
induction session in December 2026 and give a presentation at an SSN Work-in-Progress research

day in July 2027.

e Applications open: Monday 3 August 2026

e Grant information session and collaborative networking event: 3:30-4:30pm Wednesday 19
August online

e Applications close: Friday 2 October 2026 at 5:00pm

¢ Notification of successful applications: Friday 30 October 2026

e Team induction for successful projects: Wednesday 2 December 10:00am-1:30pm. Please

note that Lead CI attendance is a condition of the grant.

Applicants are encouraged to visit the Deakin SSN website to read about previously funded projects,
annual reports, and newsletters.

For a recording of the grant info session, please see the Deakin SSN YouTube channel.

For further information please contact Dr Andrea Rassell at ssn-info@deakin.edu.au.



https://deakin365.sharepoint.com/sites/InternationalandDomesticTravel/SitePages/Booking-travel.aspx
https://policy.deakin.edu.au/download.php?id=972&version=3&associated
https://policy.deakin.edu.au/download.php?id=972&version=3&associated
https://policy.deakin.edu.au/document/view-current.php?id=116
https://deakin365.sharepoint.com/sites/Finance/SitePages/Accounts-Payable.aspx#cabcharge-digital-passes
https://www.ato.gov.au/
https://scienceandsocietynetwork.deakin.edu.au/
https://www.youtube.com/@DeakinScienceandSocietyNetwork
mailto:ssn-info@deakin.edu.au
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